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By Andrew Hiichon

A GROUP representing people who
believe - they have sheep dip-relat-
ed illnesses has sent a ‘to-do” list to
Farmmg Mlmster George Eustice and
to ‘stop blamin ”l e vic-

called on hin

In response. Tom Rigby. co-ordina-
tor of the Sheep Dip Sufferers Support
Group, has written to Mr Eustice with
three suggestions for further action.

The exchange follows a visit to
Yorkshire by the Minister to discuss
the future of post-Brexit British agri-
culture with farmers.

Mr Eustice also agreed to take some
questions from the sufferers group
during a meeting at Skipton Auction
Mart. Mr Rigby said he was probably
the first Minister ‘to treat this seri-
ously” and had released documents to
the group, including 1990s blood tests
found at Guy’s Hospital in London.

Mr Eustice said he had found all the

or action
on sheep
dip cases

ivil service statements o previous
\Iwm\[er\ John Gummer and Nicholas
Soames, which were all very clear that
the reason compulsory dipping was
abandoned in 1992 was not because of
health concerns but because ‘we had
lost the battle” against sheep disease.

The independent Committee on
Toxicity had Iooked at thl\ 1\\ue over

ing but no one had said what would
happen to people who had suffered
it. He added: “You are still not sdyma
what you are going to do about it.”

Mr Eustice said: “If people had acute
poisoning it’s because they weren’t
following the advice on protective
clothing.” He said there were some
people who had been eligible for in-
dustrial injuries compensation and
there were disability and other benefits
to support people later in life.

Afterwards Mr Eustice said that as
well as being the first Farming
m Continued on page 3

CELEBRATING success at The Northe:
was overall winner John Aynsley, pictu
presenter Wendy Gibson, who hosted |
Harrogate. Mr Aynsley also won the titl
u Full reports from our awards ni
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COMMENT
THE NORTHERN

: to dip concerns

ARMING Minister George Eustice has done more
than most of his predecessors to try and address the
concerns raised by the Sheep Dip Sufferers Support
Group. He has met and corresponded with the cam-
paign leaders, and assisted with the finding of previously miss-

t

ing blood test results from Guy’s Hospital in London, as well as fo t
releasing various civil service statements from the early 1990s. num
Heistobe congratulated for that. However, these efforts make peol
his latest comments on the matter even more disappointing. . Sa
To suggest people who suffered acute dip-related poisoning is (iz

became ill because they hadn’t followed safety advice on protec- 00
tive clothing is a huge over-simplification of what is a complex com
issue, and leaves him open to accusations of victim-blaming. ?frlmi
And to say there is ‘not much more’ he can do about the situation | wort
is not good enough. ploy
There are several courses of action open to Mr Eustice, ranging In

from taking steps to setup an independent inquiry into the cir- ple
cumstances around the ending of compulsory dipping, to funding | acci
support packages for those left disabled and in pain through use aye
of the chemicals. cide
He could start by responding to the three suggestions put to him whi
by Support Group co-ordinator Tom Rigby as soon as possible. 10%‘;1
pall
@ THE Northern Farmer Awards continue to g0 from strength dev:
to strength and the quality, and breadth of nominees at the 2017 well
ceremony demonstrated the future of the industry is in safe edy,
hands. ness
As overall winner, John Aynsley declared in his acceptance piec
speech: “British agriculture is brilliant — end of story.” Bl
We couldn’t have said it better ourselves. ?jﬁ;
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